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Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, SMSC, 

Cultural Capital) 

Half Term 1  
my friends 

and I 

This first topic in year 8 revisits some of the 
basic key grammatical principles and 

language learnt in year 7.  Students practise 
talking about their friends, describing them 
physically as well as their personality.  They 

practise using two tenses (present and 
future) and the "we" form of verbs when 

talking about the activities they do.   

speaking and 
reading 

Throughout the 
year, students will 
be given a variety 
of homework that 

will range from 
learning key 
language to  

researching some 
key cultural 

aspects.   

enable students to develop their self-
knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence / 

encourage respect for other people / friendship 
/ romance / different points of view 

Half Term 2 jobs 

Re-using the language learnt in year 7 with 
regards to family, students discuss the jobs 

that members of their family do and the 
places where they work.  They talk about 
the qualities people must have to do their 
job and describe a typical day.  This topic 
allows students to explore some of the 
possible careers linked to Languages. 

listening and 
writing 

  
encourage respect for other people / careers 

and employment 

Half Term 3 food 

Throughout the topic, students learn to talk 
about what they eat and drink, and as they 
try pout some French or Spanish food, they 
practise expressing opinions, using specific 
adjectives to describe food.  They  take part 
in day-to-day conversations in restaurants, 
cafes and markets and start using the past 

tense. 

speaking and 
listening 

   gastronomy - cultural capital 
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Half Term 4  hobbies 

Students practise talking about specific 
hobbies in detail, using higher opinions, 
and perfecting their understanding and 

production of the past tense.  They focus 
particularly on music and reading. 

reading and 
writing 

  
cultural capital / expressing opinions / liberty, 

respect and tolerance 

Half Term 5 
clothes and 

fashion 

The topic of "clothes and fashion" allows 
students to use specific vocabulary when 

describing clothes, and to explore the 
world of fashion and formulate opinions on 

trends. They practise everyday 
conversations buying clothes and use the 
future tense to talk about an upcoming 

event. 

listening and 
reading 

  
expressing opinions and feelings / self-

expression / artistic cultural capital 

Half Term 6  holiday 

Through exploring typical touristic French 
or Spanish holiday destinations, students 

practise typical conversations about 
booking into a hotel, using public 

transports and talking about holiday time in 
3 different tenses. 

speaking and 
writing 

  
geographical cultural capital through 

exploration of certain parts of the world 


