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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 

SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1-4 
The origins of empire 

and Colonialism 

Throughout year 8 students will consider 
how Britain’s place in the world has 

developed over time. This will begin with a 
background to Britain’s developing power 
around the globe and student will assess 
the positives and negatives of this power. 

Narratives of the 
British Empire 

Image work and 
graffiti 

FBV – Understanding the background to 
many of Britain’s values based on 

Empire. 
 

SMSC – Understanding the effects of 
colonialism on different cultures. 

5-8 
Slavery and changing 

ideas towards 
colonialism. 

A case study into the slave trade and 
abolition will allow students to further 

develop their ideas of the consequences of 
colonialism by Britain. 

Consequences of 
Slavery 

Image work and 
graffiti 

Employability – Understanding how 
regulations on employment have 

developed. 
 

FBV – considering views on slavery and 
the ethical problems with it. 

 
Cultural Capital – understanding the 

long term impact of slavery on modern 
cultural views in society. 

9-12 
The turn of the 

century – Shifting 
power 

To bridge students’ knowledge between 
the colonial era and the period of 

industrialisation studied in year 7 with the 
20th Century British studies they will 

consider how the Boer War and liberal 
Reforms show that Britain’s power was in 

flux prior to the First World War. 

Consequences of 
Britain’s changing 

power 

Image work and 
graffiti 

FBV – Understanding how values have 
changed and people’s lifestyles have 

improved. 
SMSC – The liberal reforms’ changes to 

society and their views. 
Cultural Capital – How the liberal 

reforms still affect children and other 
groups today. 

13 
Revision and 
assessment 

 
Consequences and 

narrative questions on 
the British Empire. 
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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 

SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1-2 
Why did WW1 

begin? 

Students need to understand why World War One 
broke out in the first place in order to discover the 

events and consequences of the war. 
Inferences using sources 

Flash cards 
for 

knowledge 
recall 

Cultural Capital – Understanding the 
importance of the events that led up to 

WW1. 

3-6 
Fighting in the 

trenches 

Students will explore the different reasons behind men 
joining the army and discover both the reasons why 
trench warfare began and also the conditions of the 

trenches the men were fighting in. Students will 
consider trenches in their local area. As a case study 

students will explore the Battle of the Somme and also 
discuss the different interpretations surrounding it. 

Students will consider the effects on the local 
community. 

Importance of pals 
battalions for the war 

effort. 
 

Consequence of trench 
conditions. 

Flash cards 
for 

knowledge 
recall 

SMSC – Students will discover the different 
reasons why men joined the army and 

consider the impact conscription. 
SMSC – Understanding of how people had 

to live and survive in the difficult 
conditions within the trenches. 

Cultural Capital – Understanding the 
consequences the Battle of the Somme 
had for soldiers and for the country and 

local area 
Employability – Literacy skills for extended 

writing. 

7-8 
The Home 

Front 

Students will discover what the Home Front was and 
have an understanding of how the war affected the 
lives of those that remained at home. Students will 
compare this with effects on the local community. 

Importance of the 
Home front for the war 

effort. 

Flash cards 
for 

knowledge 
recall 

Cultural Capital – Understanding the 
difficulties faced by and the role of the 

people on the Home Front. 
Employability – Importance of group work 

and building on communication skills. 

  



History 
 

 

 

9-12 
Suffrage and 

Developments 
after WW1 

Students will look at the Suffrage movement and the 
methods used and discuss how WW1 impacted some 

women getting the vote in 1918. Students will also 
consider the level of change and continuity that 

happened to British society as a result of World War 
One and discuss the impact of some of the key 

developments after WW1. 
Students will compare this with effects on the local 

community. 

Importance of the war 
for developments of the 

early 20th Century. 

Flash cards 
for 

knowledge 
recall 

FBV – Understanding the importance of 
the Suffrage movement which led to some 

women getting the vote. 
Cultural Capital – Allowing the students to 

discover the impact that WW1 had on 
society and linking this to the world they 

live in. 

13 
Revision and 
assessment 

 
Consequence and 

importance of events 
based questions.  
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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 
SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1-4 

Purpose and 
evaluation of the 

British Empire in the 
20th Century 

Having started the year with the early 
Empire students will reconsider its 

purpose and how this changed during 
the World Wars and the post-war 

immigration period. 

Inferences using 
sources 

Graphic organisers 
on events, success 

and failures. 

SMSC – Analysing the past of Britain and 
how its values have changed and 

developed. 
 

Employability – making objective 
decisions on difficult topics. 

5-8 
Changing power of 
Britain - rebellion in 

the Empire 

Although Britain maintained many 
colonies in the world, this topic will 

allow students to understand the ideas 
of emancipation across the Empire from 

America and Ireland to Australia and 
India considering reasons for 

independence. 

Inferences using 
sources and methods of 

analysis. 

Graphic organisers 
on events, success 

and failures. 

SMSC – People’s opinions of empire 
based on their social and cultural 

background. 
FBV – Liberties and freedoms in FBV and 

how they were not imposed by the 
British colonial rule. 

Cultural Capital – Understanding 
people’s views on colonialism based on 

their backgrounds. 

9-12 
Modern relations, 
terror and conflict 

Following the collapse of the Empire, 
Britain’s identity has been forged by new 
relationships – The Special Relationship 
with the USA and the impact of wars in 
the early 2000s will allow students to 

analyse how Britain’s role has changed 
in modern history. 

Inferences using 
sources and methods of 

analysis. 

Graphic organisers 
on events, success 

and failures. 

Cultural Capital – Recent world events 
and their impact ton modern Britain. 

SMSC – Understanding why terror 
happens and the SMSC reasons that can 

create situations of hate and fear. 
FBV – Understanding why laws both 
protect and restrict actions in the UK 

whilst trying to upkeep personal 
liberties. 

13 
Revision and 
assessment 

 
Consequence and 

source based questions  
  

 


