
Geography 

 

To
pi

c 
1:

 G
eo

gr
ap

hy
 o

f V
io

le
nc

e 

Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1-2 
Understanding 

conflict and 
superpowers 

The geopolitical relationships 
between countries are 
changing. Whilst some 

countries are emerging as 
superpowers, other 

traditional powers are 
arguably in decline. These 
lessons examine what is 

means to be a superpower 
and how conflict may 

emerge. 

Extended writing: 
Explaining in 

detail why each 
characteristic 
makes them 

powerful. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

SMSC – Moral: Investigate moral and ethical issues in terms of 
nuclear weapons. 

Understanding the consequences of conflict. 
Cultural Capital – Students need to understand how certain 

counties have gained global dominance over other countries. 
Employability – Improving written communication skills and 
analytical skills in discussing what makes a country powerful. 

SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the world around 
you. 

 

3-4 
Examining 
conflict in 
Cambodia 

Students will examine 
Cambodia as an example of 

conflict. This will allow 
students to continue to 

examine how states maintain 
power whilst examining the 
geography of the impacts of 

various groups. 

Extended writing: 
Short-term 

effects are more 
important than 
the Long-term 
effects of the 
Cambodian 

Genocide. Justify 
your answer. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

FBV – Students look at different types of government e.g 
democracy/communism/dictatorship. 

SMSC – Cultural: Appreciate the role of Britain's parliamentary 
system compared to others globally. 

Moral: Recognise right and wrong in terms of the Cambodian 
genocide; understand consequences of the conflict on Cambodia. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the world around 

you. 
 

5-7 Conflict in 
Myanmar 

Students will then examine a 
more recent example of 

conflict in Myanmar. 
Students will be encouraged 

to draw comparisons 
between Cambodia and 

Myanmar in relation to the 
geography of the impacts. 

 Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural Capital/FBV/SMSC - Human Rights are the basic rights 
and freedoms every person is entitled to. Students should begin 

to understand how our political system ensures freedom, 
individual liberty, rule of law as part of our fundamental British 
values but also understand that these freedoms are not always 

given in some parts of the world. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the world around 

you. 
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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, SMSC, 
Cultural Capital) 

1-2 

Climate change: 
how is it 

changing and 
what is the 

consequence? 

Climate change has been declared an 
‘emergency’ by many governments 

around the world. The emergency is one 
that will likely affect students in future 
in terms of the quality of life. Students 

will investigate what climate change 
actually is and the concept of ‘tipping 

points’. Following this they will begin to 
investigate the consequences of this. 

Extended writing 
in relation to the 
human causes of 
climate change. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital: The climate emergency is one that 
can affect all students. Understanding the causes is 

therefore essential knowledge. 
SMSC: Moral – understanding the consequences of 

behaviour and actions. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the 

world around you. 
 

3-5 

Climate change: 
opportunities, 
challenges and 

solutions. 

The consequences of climate change, 
while no global, are not all negative. 

Students will continue to investigate the 
consequences focussing on both the 

positive and the negative. 

Extended writing 
investigating the 
extent to which 
climate change 
creates more 

challenges than 
opportunities. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital – essential knowledge in relation to 
the opportunities and challenges causes by climate 

change. 
SMSC: Moral – understanding the viewpoints of 

others in relation to climate change. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the 

world around you. 
FBV – and understanding of how citizens can 

influence decision making through the democratic 
process. 

6-7 Geoengineering: 
can is save the 

world? 

Whilst students are likely to experience 
the consequences of climate change 

during their lives they are also likely to 
be the generation which can work 

towards finding a solution. Students will 
investigate geoengineering as an 

example of this. 

Extended writing 
investigating the 
extent to which a 
viable solution to 
climate change 

exists. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital – essential knowledge in relation to 
the solutions to climate change 

FBV – and understanding of how citizens can 
influence decision making through the democratic 

process. 
SMSC: Moral – understanding the viewpoints of 

others in relation to the solutions for climate change. 
Employability – exposure to the labour market linked 

to geoengineering. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the 

world around you. 
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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 
SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1-2 Geographical 
enquiry 

Students will examine their school site to 
find out where we should build a new 

wind turbine. This will allow students to 
complete some fieldwork and 

understand the process of enquiry. 
 

Fieldwork to include: 
 Wind speed 

 Wind direction 
 Bipolar analysis 

Field sketch 

Explain one data 
collection technique 

that you will use in your 
fieldwork enquiry 

 

Mind maps 

Employability- Role of renewable energy 
and the green economy. 

 
SMSC- Renewable energy and its 

importance. Morality linked to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
FBV-Role of government decision 

making. 
 

SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning 
about the world around you. 

 

3-5 

Processing data 
and analysing 

and evaluating 
conclusions 

Processing results and data is crucial for 
forming conclusions relating to the 
enquiry and will therefore allow the 

hypothesis to be proved or disproved. 
This will then allow evaluation of study to 

consider how the reliability could be 
improved. 

Where is the most 
appropriate site for our 

wind turbine? 
 
 

Mind maps 

Employability- Team work and 
communication. Accurate recording of 

information.  Problem solving 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning 

about the world around you. 
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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 
SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1-2 

Mind the gap: an 
introduction to 
the causes and 

consequences of 
global inequality 

Inequality has been on the rise across the 
globe for several decades. Some countries 
have reduced the numbers of people living 

in extreme poverty. But economic gaps 
have continued to grow as the very richest 

amass unprecedented levels of wealth. 
Students will examine reasons for this 

widening gap whilst also investigating the 
consequences. 

Extended writing in relation to 
the causes of global 

inequality. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital- The gap between the 
richest and poorest is expanding and 

investigating this is therefore essential 
knowledge. 

SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning 
about the world around you. 

SMSC Moral: recognising between right 
and wrong. 

SMSC moral: Understanding the 
consequences of actions. 

SMSC moral: interest in investigating 
and offering reasoned views about 

moral and ethical issues and ability to 
understand and appreciate the 

viewpoints of others on these issues. 
 
 

3-5 

Consumerism: 
What are the 
human and 

environmental 
consequences? 

Consumerism has long defined many 
western economies. Whilst this drive to 

consumerism has contributed to the social 
and economic development of many 

western states it has also resulted in stark 
consequences for many in the developing 

world. Students will not only investigate the 
consequences but also examine the 

solutions to these issues. 

Extended writing in relation to 
solutions to the consequences 

of consumerism. 
 
 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital- Consumerism has long 
defined capitalist economies and 

therefore is essential. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning 

about the world around you. 
SMSC Moral: recognising between right 

and wrong 
SMSC moral: Understanding the 

consequences of actions. 
SMSC moral: interest in investigating 

and offering reasoned views about 
moral and ethical issues and ability to 

understand and appreciate the 
viewpoints of others on these issues. 
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6-7 

The drive for 
energy: What 

are the human 
and 

environmental 
consequences? 

All countries seek energy security. Whilst 
this is true, the methods countries adopt to 

achieve this vary. Unfortunately this has 
resulted in sometimes catastrophic damage 

being done to fragile environments. 
Students will investigate the consequences 
of this whilst also reflecting on their use of 

energy. 

Extended writing in relation to 
the consequences of the drive 

for energy. 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital- All countries seek 
energy security and therefore 

understanding the issues surrounding 
this is essential. 

SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning 
about the world around you. 

SMSC Moral: recognising between right 
and wrong. 

SMSC moral: Understanding the 
consequences of actions. 

SMSC moral: interest in investigating 
and offering reasoned views about 

moral and ethical issues and ability to 
understand and appreciate the 

viewpoints of others on these issues. 
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Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, SMSC, 
Cultural Capital) 

1-2 

Investigating 
the physical 
geography 

and the 
history of 

development 
in Africa. 

Africa is often seen as one dimensional 
with broad assumptions made in 

relation to the physical and human 
geography. These lessons challenge this 

stereotype through investigating the 
diverse geography of the continent. 

Extending writing – 
investigating the physical 

geography of Africa 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital – develop an understanding of 
Africa’s journey whilst challenging stereotypes. 
SMSC – Moral – right and wrong in terms of the 
development of Africa. Developing empathy for 

those living there. 
SMSC – Cultural. Appreciation for the culture of 

others 
FBV – acceptance and tolerance of other faiths 

and beliefs. 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the 

world around you. 

3-4 

Africa and 
it’s climate: 

future 
opportunities 

and 
challenges in 
the continent 

Whilst the climate of Africa does pose 
some significant challenges it also offers 
great opportunities for the people who 

live there. Students will draw on 
evidence from a range of countries in 

order to investigate and challenge 
further stereotypes of the continent. 

Extended writing – 
investigating the diverse 
climate and pattern of 

biomes in Africa 
Extended writing – what are 

the challenges and 
opportunities of urbanisation 

in Africa 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital – essential knowledge of the 
challenges and opportunities facing the emerging 

countries of Africa. 
SMSC – Cultural. Appreciation for the culture of 

others 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the 

world around you. 
 

5-6 
Africa and 
China: a 

solution? 

Since the cultural revolution of Mao 
Zedong’s communist party China’s 

geopolitical influence has continued to 
grow alongside the economic might of 

the nation. China has developed trading 
links with many African nations and 

heavily invested in them. Students will 
examine the extent to which this 
relationship can be considered a 

solution for Africa’s problems. 

Extended writing – to what 
extent does China offer a 

solution? 

Knowledge 
organiser 

Cultural capital – China is a superpower and 
their relationships with emerging countries is 

essential knowledge. 
SMSC – right and wrong in relation to the 

impacts of China’s interest in Africa. 
SMSC – Cultural. Appreciation for the culture of 

others 
SMSC: Spiritual- enjoyment of learning about the 

world around you. 
 


