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Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 

SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

1 

In year 8 students develop skills 
in drawing, painting, mixed 

media and contextual studies. 
This is underpinned by Health 
and safety in Art and Design 

Students need to 
demonstrate understanding 

of health and safety to 
operate in a practical 

environment. 

Observation of health 
and safety.  

Mind map (summary 
map of health and 

safety) 

Health and safety underpins a broad 
range of employability skills, personal 

safety and respect for the safety of 
others.  

2-6 

Introduction to dry, wet and 
mixed media. Skills related 

components of drawing, 
painting, sgraffito and mixed 

media.    

Students require a broad 
understanding of art and 
design practice; including 

investigating techniques and 
processes in order to 

consolidate and further 
develop skills within visual 

language.    

Review of practical 
skills, painting, 

pigment, texture, 
opaque and 

transparent colours.   

Mind map to 
summarise key 

information. 
(Summary Map) 

Importance of working safely with a 
range of techniques and processes, 

respecting the working environment of 
others.  

7-9 

Exploring  the culture of India 
through investigating the 

symbolism of peacocks, the 
Indian Elephant Festival, Paisley 

and Mehndi pattern.   

Students increase proficiency 
in the handling of different 
materials with a focus on 

mixed media.   

Students plan, 
develop, refine and 
realise ideas for a 

Paisley pattern 
exploring a range of 

mixed media.  

Mind map of 
information in 

response to Paisley 
including practical 

techniques and 
processes  

undertaken.  
(Summary map) 

Appreciation of culture, similarities and 
differences. 

10-13 
Exploring  the culture of India 

through investigating contextual 
sources with a focus on Mehndi.  

Students increase their 
understanding of cultural 

influences in Art and Design.  

Students plan, 
develop, refine and 
realise ideas for a 
Mehndi pattern 

exploring a range of 
mixed media. 

Mind map of art 
formal language terms 
in relation to cultural 

influences and 
pattern. (Summary 

map) 

Appreciation of culture, similarities and 
differences. 
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14-16 

Exploring  the culture of 
India through 

investigating contextual 
sources with a focus on 

the Indian Elephant 
Festival.  

Students increase and consolidate 
their  understanding of cultural 

influences in Art and Design. Students 
need to understand that further 

mark-grabbing can be undertaken 
through converting describe to 

explain and furthermore explain to 
evaluate.    

Students plan, develop, 
refine and realise ideas for 
a design pattern exploring 

a range of mixed media 
responding to the theme 

of India.  

Students extend planning, 
describe/explain/evaluate 
using art formal language.  

Understanding the difference 
between informal and formal 

language and that it is modified 
for different scenarios in life.  

17-19 

Drawing converting 2D 
shape to 3D form, 

building upon the use of 
line, tone and mark-

making.  

Students need the skill to work with 
three dimensional drawing, in order 

to be able to develop ideas when 
working to a brief later in the course.  

Demonstrate practical 
understanding of 2D and 
3D drawing techniques 
including one and two 

point perspective drawing. 

Mind map of topics 
covered. (Summary map) 

Understand that drawing is 
used in different ways in 

industry in order to convey 
meaning and creatively to 

explore ideas.  

20-22 

Working to a brief, 
developing a design 

product in context of 
India. Planning, refining, 
realising and evaluating 

developments and 
outcomes.  

Students need to be able to 
understand how to respond to a 

stimuli and apply a  range of practical 
skills. Furthermore,  use time 

management to develop and realise 
ideas and intentions.  

Develop an appropriate 2D 
or 3D outcome in context 

of India. Demonstrate 
consideration of the 

opportunities and 
constraints of a clients 

brief or stimuli.  

Extend planning and time 
management plan.  

Understand the need to meet 
deadlines in order to support 

our own and others 
development within the 
working environment.  

21-23 
Investigate body 

adornment in context of 
culture. Maori Ta Moko. 

Students need to develop 
understanding of body decoration 

with a focus on the use of symbolism  
in tattoo design and Maori culture.  

Develop written and visual 
evidence in response to Ta 

Moko, Maori body 
adornment.  

Mind map of topics 
covered. (summary map) 

Understand that other people 
may see things differently, 

develop  understanding and  
appreciation of other cultures.  

24-26 
Investigate body 

adornment in context of 
culture. Irezumi, Japan.  

Students need to develop 
understanding of body decoration 

with a focus on the use of symbolism  
in tattoo design and Japanese culture.   

Develop written and visual 
evidence in response to 
Irezumi tattoo design, 

Japanese body adornment.  

Mind map of topics 
covered. (summary map) 

Understand that other people 
may see things differently, 

develop understanding cultures 
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27-29 
Investigate the use of masks in 

historical and contemporary 
culture.  

 Students need to 
understand that masks have 

been used for a range of 
reasons within cultures in 

both historical and 
contemporary society as part 

of cultural development.  

Visual and written 
analysis of masks 
including African 

masks and the impact 
on contemporary art 

practice.  

Research task, 
masks. 

Understand that culture is important within 
society.  

30-32 

Working to a brief, planning, 
refining, realising and evaluating. 
Brief-Develop a mask in response 

to Cultural Identity.  

Students need to understand 
that clients set briefs and 

that this offers both 
opportunities and 

constraints.  

Rough and refined 
plans, evidence of 
time management 

and working in 
context. Peer and self 

review.  

Extend 
planning. 

Understand the need to meet deadlines in 
order to support our own and others 

development within the working 
environment.  

33-36 

Refining ideas, working in 
context of others. Developing 

and refining 3D working methods 
including the use of papier-

mâché and using a form.  

Students need to explore 
and refine  3D working 

methods to extend their 
repertoire of practice.   

Evidence of planning 
through visual and 

written means; using 
drawing skills to 

adapt and modify 
ideas. Develop 

evaluation skills as 
work develops. 

Realise a mask in 
response to culture. 

Summary map 
of 3D working 

methods.  

Understand the need for time management 
and that working to rules are appropriate 

within society. Understand that sometimes 
we have to make changes to improve and 
that taking on challenges and overcoming 
problems helps develop our perseverance 

and adaptability in the working 
environment.  

37 Present to an audience 

Students need to work 
within time constraints to 

develop time management 
skills to realise outcomes.  

Realise a mask in 
response to culture. 

Peer feedback 

Evaluation-set a 
target to 

improve and 
manage a brief 
in the future.  

Develop skills to take on board other's 
opinions.  

 


