
English 
 

 

Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 

Wider Curriculum 
(FBV, Employability, 

SMSC, Cultural 
Capital) 

Half 
Term 1 

Global Issues Baseline assess students on spelling, punctuation and grammar. End of week 2. Natural disasters 
descriptive writing. 

Homeworks throughout 
the term will continually 

recap the plot, theme and 
character development of a 

set text. 

Cultural Capital of 
natural disasters. 
Responsibility of 
humans and the 

environment. 

Play script 
(Charlie and 

the Chocolate 
Factory, The 
BFG or James 
and the Giant 

Peach) 

Introduction to PEELCAP to ensure students can answer a Literature 
based question on a character or theme. 

 

Orphans, friendship, 
child abuse, greed, 

poverty and bravery 

Character and themes analysis to ensure students can understand 
how a character is presented or how a theme develops. Inference 

skills to support students' understanding of a text. 

 

PEELCAP on character or theme. Students to use skills from weeks 5/6 
to create a PEELCAP response about a character or theme in the 

playscript. Writing to argue/persuade/advise or Describe/Narrate 
about events in the playscript. 

 

 

  



English 
 

 

Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, 

Employability, SMSC, Cultural 
Capital) 

Half 
Term 2 

War Poetry and 
Remembrance 

Day Poetry 
Writing (WW1 - 

Modern Day) 

Students to study the theme of war and develop ideas around the 
emotions of soldiers and their families. For students to use the skills 

learnt from the WW1 poets to produce their own poem for a 
Remembrance Day Poetry Competition. 

 

Homeworks 
throughout the 

term will 
continually recap 
the plot, theme 
and character 

development of 
a set text. 

Cultural Capital of War 

Heroes and 
Villains 

Extracts to analyse language based on a range of fictional characters 
from Harry Potter characters (Snape, Dementors), Maleficent 
Characters, Lord of the Rings (Black Riders, Gollum, Gandalf), 

Matilda Characters (Mr Wormwood, Matilda, Miss Honey, Miss 
Trunchbull), Ursula and Little Mermaid, Marvel (Iron Man & 

Spiderman), Mulan, Treasure Island (Long John Silver). Students use 
knowledge of the heroes and villains to create and describe their 
own, as well as look at the plot structure of stories and how good 

overcomes evil. 

 

Cultural Capital of a range of 
literary texts explored to 

broaden knowledge of fiction 
and styles of writing from a 

range of decades. 

Christmas Film/Story/Poem/Song Hero or Villain Clips   

 

  



English 
 

 

Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, 

Employability, SMSC, Cultural 
Capital) 

Half 
Term 3 

& 4 

Cultural Text Modern 
Novel (Private 

Peaceful, War Horse, 
Skellig or Buddy) 

PEELCAP to ensure students can answer a Literature based 
question on a character or theme. Character analysis to ensure 

students can understand how a character is presented. Inference 
skills to support students understanding of a text. Theme analysis 
to ensure students understand how a theme develops in a text. 
PEELCAP on character or theme. Students to use skills from the 
playscript task earlier in the academic year to create a PEELCAP 

response about a character or theme in the novel. Writing to 
argue/persuade/advise or Describe/Narrate about events in the 

novel 

Extract based 
question on 

Character/Theme. 
Students to answer 

in PEELCAP 

Homeworks throughout 
the term will 

continually recap the 
plot, theme and 

character development 
of a set text. 

The horrors of WW1 through the eyes 
of children, or to show kindness to 

people despite of differences or 
poverty through the eyes of a young 

boy and the actions of elders 

Half 
Term 5 

Cultural Text 19th 
Century (Oliver 

Twist) 

PEELCAP to ensure students can answer a Literature based 
question on a character or theme. Character analysis to ensure 

students can understand how a character is presented. Inference 
skills to support students understanding of a text. Theme analysis 
to ensure students understand how a theme develops in a text. 
PEELCAP on character or theme. Students to use skills Playscript 
to create a PEELCAP response about a character or theme in the 
playscript. Writing to argue/persuade/advise or describe/narrate 

about events in the playscript. 

 

Homeworks throughout 
the term will 

continually recap the 
plot, theme and 

character development 
of a set text. 

A focus on the Victorian era as well as 
contextually the struggles of the time 
for the poor with a particular focus on 

the historical Industrial Revolution, 
illness and poverty. Students will 

analyse the lifestyle, how characters 
are affected by the class system and 

stereotyping. 

  



English 
 

 

Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, 

Employability, SMSC, Cultural 
Capital) 

Half Term 6 

Roald Dahl Poetry 

PEELCAP to ensure students can answer a Literature based 
question on a character or theme. Character analysis to ensure 

students can understand how a character is presented. 
Inference skills to support students understanding of a text. 
Theme analysis to ensure students understand how a theme 

develops in a text. PEELCAP on character or theme. Students to 
use skills from the units on playscript/novel  to create a 

PEELCAP response about a character or theme in the poems. 
Writing to argue/persuade/advise or describe/narrate about 

events in the poems 

End of year 
assessment. 

Homeworks 
throughout the 

term will 
continually recap 
the plot, theme 
and character 

development of a 
set text. 

Expression of thoughts, 
opinions and ideas through 

poetry. 

Roald Dahl Inspired 
Creative Writing 

Competition 

For students to use the skills learnt from the WW1 poets to 
produce their own poem for a Remembrance Day Poetry 

Competition. 

 

Shakespeare's The 
Tempest 

PEELCAP to ensure students can answer a Literature based 
question on a character or theme. Character analysis to ensure 

students can understand how a character is presented. 
Inference skills to support students understanding of a text. 
Theme analysis to ensure students understand how a theme 

develops in a text. PEELCAP on character or theme. Students to 
use skills from the units on playscript/novel  to create a 

PEELCAP response about a character or theme in the poems. 
Writing to argue/persuade/advise or describe/narrate about 

events in the poems 

 Divine Right of Kings and 
Patriarchy. 


