
Sociology 
 

 

 Weeks Topic/theme Rationale Assessment Homework Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, SMSC, Cultural Capital) 
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1-3 
Introduction 
to Sociology 

Sociology as a subject will be 
brand new to many students 

and for those who have studied 
it at GCSE it is necessary to 

revisit the fundamental 
concepts and vocabulary in 

order to build on throughout 
the A Level course. 

 
Students will establish 

knowledge of key concepts 
such as culture, norms, values, 
socialisation, roles and status 

and key debates such as 
whether we are more nature or 

a product of our nurture, 
whether we are controlled by 

society or do we create society 
as individuals, whether society 
is kept together by agreement 

or conflict and whether 
structures in society are fixed 

or fluid. 

Introduction to short answer 
exam style questions (2, 4 
and 6 mark) to outline and 

define key cultural concepts. 
These will be supported 

using scaffolding to develop 
exam skills. 

 

Cultural Capital: Many students will not have experience of 
sociology before as an academic subject. 

 
FBV: Respect for how other people live and their backgrounds; 

respect for other backgrounds and perspectives within class 
discussions; discussions motivated by concerns for individual 

liberty and individual freedoms within the class system. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussion 
distinct cultural backgrounds (cultural); 

 
Employability: Allowing for a range of skills including analysis, 

evaluation and empathic understanding of the impact of individual 
differences in accessing opportunities within the UK employment 
market. Links to social work, HR, teaching and uniformed services. 
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1-3 
External 

Factors and 
Social Class 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the differences 

between social classes in terms 
of educational success and will 

seek to explain the role of 
social class values and attitudes 

including language, parental 
attitudes to education, working 

class values and material 
factors such as housing and 
diet on educational success. 

Outline and evaluate the 
importance of external 

factors in causing social class 
differences in educational 

achievement. These will be 
supported using scaffolding 

to develop exam skills. 
 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 
 

Cultural Capital: Cultural capital is also an objective within this unit 
as a distinct lesson looking at the role of cultural capital in 

educational success. 
 

FBV: Respect for how other people live and their backgrounds 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussing 
distinct cultural backgrounds (cultural); evaluating the need for 

compensatory education (moral) 
 

Employability: Links to social work, HR, teaching and uniformed 
services. 
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4-5 
Internal 

Factors and 
Social Class 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the differences 

between social classes in terms 
of educational success and will 

seek to explain the role of 
teachers, classrooms and peers 

in schools on educational 
success. 

 
 

Outline and evaluate the 
importance of internal 

factors in causing social class 
differences in educational 

achievement. These will be 
supported using appropriate 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 
 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 

Cultural Capital: Many students will use symbols (and symbolic 
capital) including designer labels as an important part of their 

identity, here we examine how these labels are used by different 
groups. 

 
SMSC: Evaluating expectations within the classroom environment 

(moral); evaluating the impact of teachers (moral) 
 

Employability: Links to social work, HR, teaching and uniformed 
services. 

6-8 
Factors and 

Ethnicity 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the differences in 

patterns of achievement 
between different ethnic 

groups within the UK and will 
seek to explain the role of both 
internal and external factors on 

educational success. 

Outline and evaluate the 
importance of ethnicity in 
educational achievement. 
These will be supported 

using appropriate scaffolding 
to develop exam skills. 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 
 

Cultural Capital: As many students are white British this unit 
allows an opportunity to examine and appreciate a range of 

different background and cultures. 
 

FBV: Discussions motivated by concerns for individual liberty and 
individual freedoms for ethnic minorities. 

 
SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); evaluating 

expectations within the classroom environment (moral); 
evaluating the impact of racism (moral) 

 
Employability: Allowing for a range of skills including analysis, 

evaluation and empathic understanding of the impact of individual 
differences in accessing opportunities within the UK employment 

market. 

8-10 
Factors and 

Gender 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the differences in 

patterns of achievement 
between girls and boys within 
the UK and will seek to explain 
the impact of both internal and 

external factors on gendered 
educational success. 

Outline and evaluate the 
importance of different 
factors in educational 

achievement by gender. 
These will be supported 

using appropriate scaffolding 
to develop exam skills. 

 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 
 

Cultural Capital: This unit allows students an understanding of the 
history of feminism and its relevance today alongside discussions 

of the local impact of globalisation. 
 

FBV: Respect for other backgrounds and perspectives within class 
discussions; discussions motivated by concerns for individual 

liberty and individual freedoms for women. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); evaluating 
the impact of feminism on equality (moral) 

Employability: Allowing for a range of skills including analysis, 
evaluation and empathic understanding of the impact of individual 

differences in accessing opportunities within the UK and global 
employment market. 
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11-15 
Research 
Methods 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the different 

research methods, practical, 
ethical and theoretical issues 

and how they are used to 
investigate education. Students 

will seek to place these 
considerations in the research 

context of education. 
 

The lessons are paired in order 
to examine a particular 

research method before 
analysing how this method may 

be used within the education 
context. They are sequenced in 

order to contrast different 
research methods. 

Short answer exam style 
questions to outline a range 

of research methods. 
Extended answers questions 

(20) will evaluate the 
different research methods 

and analyse them within 
certain educational contexts. 

These will be supported 
using appropriate scaffolding 

to develop exam skills. 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 

Cultural Capital: By analysing research methods in context it 
allows students to challenge their perceptions on issues such as 

truancy and material deprivation. We use film clips from academic 
sources. 

 
FBV: Respect for other backgrounds and perspectives within class 

discussions; discussions motivated by concerns for individual 
liberty and individual freedoms. 

 
SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); using 

research methods (social) 
 

Employability: Familiarity with research methods is key skill in 
many jobs. Links to research, market research, social work, HR, 

teaching and uniformed services. 

16-18 
Education 

Policy 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the different 
policies with a focus on the 

Tripartite System, 
Comprehensivisation and the 

1988 Education Reform Act and 
will seek to explain the impact 

of these policies on educational 
success and their relative 

success in reducing inequality. 

Outline and evaluate the 
impact of a range of policies 

on the reduction of 
inequality in the education 

system. These will be 
supported using appropriate 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 
 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 

Cultural Capital: This unit allows students an understanding of the 
impact of the government on different groups in society. 

 
FBV: Discussions motivated by concerns for individual liberty and 

individual freedoms for women. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of personal and political 
viewpoints (social); evaluating the impact on equality (moral) 

 
Employability: Links to social work, HR teaching, politics, 

economics and uniformed services. 

18-20 
Role of 

Education 

Students will establish 
knowledge of the different 

perspectives including 
functionalism, Marxism and 

feminism and how each 
approach the role, purpose and 

functions of education. 

Outline and evaluate the role 
and function of education in 

society. These will be 
supported using appropriate 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 
 

FBV: Political ideology and democracy; discussions around 
individual liberty within the conflict perspective. 

 
SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of personal and political 

viewpoints (social); evaluating the impact on equality (moral) 
Employability: Allowing for a range of skills including analysis, 

evaluation and empathic understanding of the impact of political 
influence and democracy in accessing opportunities within the UK 

and global employment market. 
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1-3 
Role of the 
Family in 
Society 

Students will attempt to 
define the family and explain 
how the family contributes to 

the maintenance of society 
and whether this is positive or 

negative. 

Outline and evaluate the 
importance of functionalist, 

Marxist and feminist 
sociologists to our 

understanding of the family. 
These will be supported using 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 

FBV: Respect for how other people live and their backgrounds; 
respect for other backgrounds and perspectives within class 

discussions. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussion 
on distinct cultural backgrounds (cultural); evaluating different 

beliefs (spiritual) 
 

Employability: Allowing for a range of skills including analysis, 
evaluation and empathic understanding of the impact of individual 

differences within the family. 

4-7 
The Nuclear 

Family 

Students will analyse the 
family structure from the 
relationship between the 

couple to how childhood is 
constructed. 

Outline and evaluate whether 
relationships in the family are 
equal and positive. These will 

be supported using 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 
 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 
 

Cultural Capital: Students are able to explore different examples 
of power sharing within the family including domestic violence. 

They will also see how childhood is experienced differently. 
 

FBV: Respect for how other people live and their backgrounds; 
discussions motivated by concerns for individual liberty, individual 

freedoms and safety in the context of domestic violence. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussion 
around distinct cultural experiences sounding childhood (cultural); 

 
Employability: Links to social work, teaching and HR. 

7-9 
Family 

Diversity and 
Policy 

Students will examine the 
changes in the family, the 

impact of government policies 
and changes in demography. 

Outline and evaluate how the 
growth of family diversity has 

led to the decline of the 
traditional nuclear family. 

These will be supported using 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 
 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 

Cultural Capital: Discussions will engage with migration, reasons 
and responses. 

 
FBV: Respect for other backgrounds and perspectives within class 

discussions; discussions motivated by concerns for individual 
liberty and individual freedoms. 

 
SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussion 
around distinct cultural backgrounds (cultural); migration (moral 

and cultural); discussion around political intervention (moral) 
 

Employability: Challenging stereotypes and understanding 
diversity is key skill in many jobs. Links to social work, teaching, HR 

and uniformed services. 
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1-2 
Understanding 
Development 

Students will establish 
knowledge of how 

development is described 
and how it is measured. 

Outline and evaluate the 
usefulness of a range of 

measures of development. 
These will be supported using 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 
 

Cultural Capital: This unit allows students an understanding of 
different cultures from a number of different economic and social 

positions. 
 

FBV: Respect for how other people live and their backgrounds; 
respect for others and perspectives within class discussions; 
discussions motivated by concerns for individual liberty and 

individual freedoms. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussion 
distinct cultural backgrounds (cultural); evaluating the relative 

economic and social position of cultures and individuals (moral) 
 

Employability: Challenging stereotypes and understanding 
diversity is key skill in many jobs. Links to social work, international 

development, charity work, economics, politics and teaching. 
 

2-4 
Theories of 

Development 

Students will establish 
knowledge and 

understanding of three main 
theories of development 
including modernisation, 

dependency and 
globalisation. 

Outline and evaluate the 
contribution of different 
theories of development. 

These will be supported using 
scaffolding to develop exam 

skills. 

Use the 
knowledge 

organiser to 
complete flash 

cards. 

Cultural Capital: This unit allows students an understanding of 
different cultures from a number of different economic positions 

through a range of media. 
 

FBV: Respect for how other people live and their backgrounds; 
discussions motivated by concerns for individual liberty and 

individual freedoms. 
 

SMSC: Appreciating a wide range of viewpoints (social); discussion 
distinct cultural backgrounds (cultural); evaluating the relative 

economic and social position of cultures and individuals (moral) 
 

Employability: Links to social work, international development, 
charity work, economics, politics, teaching and uniformed services. 

 


