
English Literature 

 

 

Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, Employability, 

SMSC, Cultural Capital) 

Half 
Term 
1 & 2 

19th Century 
Novel (A 

Christmas 
Carol or Jekyll 

and Hyde) 

At the discretion of the class teacher, pupils will study a 19th century 
prose text in detail as they explore either the famous Dickens novel 
'A Chrismas Carol' a story about Ebenezer Scrooge who is an elderly 

miserable man who is visited by the ghost of his former business 
partner Jacob Marley along with several other spirits. The aim of the 

spirits is to help transform Scrooge into being a better man.  Or 
students will explore Stevenson's iconic 'Jekyll & Hyde', a story based 

around a London legal practitioner named Gabriel Utterson who 
investigates a strange occurrence between his old friend Henry Jekyll 
and the evil Edward Hyde. Pupils will explore the contextual factors 
surrounding the novel as well as researching the wonderful world of 
Dickens or Stevenson. Pupils will continue their study of the novel as 
they focus their learning on considering themes, characters and plot 
linked to the GCSE specification. Pupils will be given opportunities to 
undertake GCSE style literature questions. Students will engage with 
the reading of the novel and interpret themes and ideas and feelings, 

giving consideration of the Victorian period and developing links to 
contextual factors surrounding the novel. Identifying relevant 

quotations from texts to then develop towards analysing writer’s 
choice of vocabulary, form and structure. 

19th 
Century 

exam 
question 

Homework 
throughout 

the term will 
continually 
recap the 

plot, theme 
and 

character 
development 
of a set text. 

redemption, social injustice, isolation, 
family relationships, memory, 

compassion, forgiveness, poverty, class, 
science vs religion, evil of mankind, 

Darwin's Theory of Evolution, duality of 
man, friendship & loyalty, appearances, 
reputation, lies & deceit, violence and 

reputation obsession. 

Half 
Term 
3, 4 & 

5 

Revision 

At the discretion of the class teacher, students will work on a range 
of topics from across all Literature studies. Students develop a range 
of revision styles and formats to support their metacognitive revision 

style. 

  


