
Product Design 

 

 

Weeks Topic Rationale Assessment Homework 
Wider Curriculum (FBV, 

Employability, SMSC, 
Cultural Capital) 

1-15 
Woods - 

timbers & 
boards 

Students require knowledge of timbers for the 
exam, being one of the optional material areas 

for students to study. Students should 
understand the original source of timbers, the 
processes taken to create a workable material, 

stock forms, properties and uses of timbers 
and boards, and finishes used for timber 
products. Students must use the work of 

others as an influence in their NEA work and 
may also be asked about the work of designers 
or brands in the exam, therefore they should 

gain an understanding of this through the 
extended research task this term. 

Exam style questions each 
week, with 2 longer formal 
assessments per term. Two 

lessons per week dedicated to 
project work where students 
follow an NEA style project 

with a focus on a timber 
based product. 

Written task on finishes to 
recap learning form practical 

based theory lesson. MindMap 
to summarise key information 
on timbers. Extended research 

homework task set around 
October half term on the 

designers and brands listed on 
the specification. Consumer 

Profile and User Questionnaire 
to be completed as homework 

for project. 

Considering the needs of a 
user. Peer assessment of 
designs. Employability - 

design skills link to design 
careers 

16 - 26 Polymers 

Students require knowledge of polymers for 
the exam, being another optional material 
area for students to study. Students should 

have an understanding of the original source 
of polymers, the processes taken to create a 

workable material, stock forms, properties and 
uses polymers. 

Exam style questions each 
week, with 2 ssessments per 
term. Two lessons per week 
dedicated to project work 

where students follow an NEA 
style project with a focus on a 

polymer based product. 

Revision resource on polymers 

Considering the needs of a 
user. Peer assessment of 

designs. Sustainability 
considerations. 

Employability - design 
skills link to design careers 

27 - 32 

Combined 
timbers & 
polymers 
projects 

Students are expected to know how to 
combine different materials and use a mixture 

within one product 

Exam style questions each 
week, with 2 longer formal 
assessments per term. Two 

lessons per week dedicated to 
project work where students 
follow an NEA style project. 

written task on industrial 
processes 

Considering the needs of a 
user. Peer assessment of 

designs. Sustainability 
considerations. 

Employability - design 
skills link to design careers 

33 - 37 
GSCE NEA 
- Section 

A 

Students are expected to identify a problem 
within the context and to complete research 
into different relevant aspects of it, ready to 

then develop a solution for it. 

Marked out of 10 - NEA mark 
scheme used 

Research tasks - user profile & 
questionnaire, location 

research, existing product 
research 

Considering the needs of a 
user 


