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Course resources 

 

Sociology Book One 
This is the text book that will be used throughout the A Level course and is 
specific to the specification.  

Reading around the subject 

 

Gang Leader for a Day 
Sudhir Venkatesh the young sociologist who became famous in 
Freakonomics (Why do drug dealers still live with their moms?) describes 
his time living with the gangs on the Southside of Chicago and answers 
another question: what's it like to live in hell? 

In the Robert Taylor Homes projects on Chicago's South Side, Sudhir 
befriends J.T., a gang leader for the Black Kings. As he slowly gains J.T.'s 
trust, one day, in order to convince Sudhir of his own CEO-like qualities, 
J.T. makes him leader of the gang... 

Why does J.T. make his henchmen, the 'shorties', stay in school? What is 
the difference between a 'regular' hustler and a 'hype' - and is Peanut 
telling him the truth about which she is? And, when the FBI finally starts 
cracking down on the Black Kings, is it time to get out - or is it too late? 

 

Sociology is concerned with modern society, but has never come to terms 
with one of the most distinctive and horrific aspects of modernity - the 
Holocaust. The book examines what sociology can teach us about the 
Holocaust, but more particularly concentrates upon the lessons which the 
Holocaust has for sociology. Bauman's work demonstrates that the 
Holocaust has to be understood as deeply involved with the nature of 
modernity. There is nothing comparable to this work available in the 
sociological literature. This is my favourite sociology book. 

 

1984, published in 1949, is a dystopian and satirical novel. It revolves 
around Winston Smith, who lives in a nation called Oceania, in a province 
called Airstrip One, which represents present-day England. This state is 
controlled by the Party, headed by a mysterious leader who is addressed 
as Emmanuel Goldstein, also known as the Big Brother. The Party 
watches every single move that Smith and other citizens make. 



 

Sociology 

  

 

Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show is taking 
place. Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live event 
called The Hunger Games. There is only one rule: kill or be killed. When 
sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps forward to take her younger 
sister's place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss 
has been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature. 

 

Charles Lemert makes sociology vital and alive in this provocative yet 
friendly introduction. Lemert uses personal biography and the life stories of 
sociologists, including female, gay and lesbian, and black social thinkers 
too often overlooked. He asks tough questions of race, class, and gender 
that most other introductions bypass 

 

In modern Britain, the working class has become an object of fear and 
ridicule. From Little Britain's Vicky Pollard to the demonization of Jade 
Goody, media and politicians alike dismiss as feckless, criminalized and 
ignorant a vast, underprivileged swathe of society whose members have 
become stereotyped by one, hate-filled word: chavs. In this acclaimed 
investigation, Owen Jones explores how the working class has gone from 
'salt of the earth' to 'scum of the earth.' 

 


