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Course resources 

 

Criminology Book One 
This is the text book that will be used throughout the A Level course and is 
specific to the specification. 

Reading around the subject 

 

Gang Leader for a Day 
Sudhir Venkatesh the young sociologist who became famous in 
Freakonomics (Why do drug dealers still live with their moms?) describes 
his time living with the gangs on the Southside of Chicago and answers 
another question: what's it like to live in hell? 
In the Robert Taylor Homes projects on Chicago's South Side, Sudhir 
befriends J.T., a gang leader for the Black Kings. As he slowly gains J.T.'s 
trust, one day, in order to convince Sudhir of his own CEO-like qualities, 
J.T. makes him leader of the gang... 
Why does J.T. make his henchmen, the 'shorties', stay in school? What is 
the difference between a 'regular' hustler and a 'hype' - and is Peanut 
telling him the truth about which she is? And, when the FBI finally starts 
cracking down on the Black Kings, is it time to get out - or is it too late? 

 

In the 1960's a 26-year-old schoolmaster at a Scottish reformatory (List D) 
School, under the alias of James Patrick, went undercover with the help of 
one of his pupils to study the often violent behaviour of the teenagers in a 
gang in Glasgow. He managed to conceal his identity and motives and 
during the course of a four-month assignation in 1966 he observed closely 
the gang members and concluded that the boys were 'afraid of fighting 
other gangs but more afraid of not fighting them.' Ultimately it was 'the 
struggle between identification with the boys and abhorrence of their 
violence that forced me to quit.' This book became the first published 
observation of a Glasgow gang and as such has stood the test of time as a 
number of factors that Patrick identified as contributing to the growth of 
gang culture still remain in existence today, most crucially poverty, grim 
housing conditions and unemployment. This is a portrait of gang culture 
before the drug barons moved in and created another level of violence and 
as such it deserves its cult status. 

 

Could the courts really order the death of your innocent baby? Was there 
an illegal immigrant who couldn't be deported because he had a pet cat? 
Are unelected judges truly enemies of the people? 
 
Most of us think the law is only relevant to criminals, if we even think of it 
at all. But the law touches every area of our lives: from intimate family 
matters to the biggest issues in our society. 
 
Our unfamiliarity is dangerous because it makes us vulnerable to media 
spin, political lies and the kind of misinformation that frequently comes 
from loud-mouthed amateurs and those with vested interests. This 'fake 
law' allows the powerful and the ignorant to corrupt justice without our 
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knowledge – worse, we risk letting them make us complicit. 
 
Thankfully, the Secret Barrister is back to reveal the stupidity, malice and 
incompetence behind many of the biggest legal stories of recent years. 
In Fake Law, the Secret Barrister debunks the lies and builds a defence 
against the abuse of our law, our rights and our democracy that is as 
entertaining as it is vital. 

 

In Traces, Professor Patricia Wiltshire will take you on a journey through 

the fascinating edgeland where nature and crime are intertwined. 
 
She'll take you searching for bodies of loved ones - through woodlands, 
along hedgerows, field-edges, and through plantations - solving time since 
death, and disposal of remains, from ditches to living rooms. She will give 
you glimpses of her own history: her loves, her losses, and the narrow little 
valley in Wales where she first woke up to the wonders of the natural 
world. Pat will show you how her work with a microscope reveals tell-tale 
traces of the world around us, and how these have taken suspects of the 
darkest criminal activities to court. 
 
From flowers, fungi, tree trunks to car pedals, walking boots, carpets, and 
corpses' hair, Traces is a fascinating, unique, and utterly compelling book 
on life, death, and one's indelible link with nature. 

 

Professor David Wilson has spent his professional life working with violent 
men - especially men who have committed murder. Aged twenty-nine he 
became, at that time, the UK's youngest ever prison Governor in charge of 
a jail and his career since then has seen him sat across a table with all 
sorts of killers: sometimes in a tense interview; sometimes sharing a cup of 
tea (or something a little stronger); sometimes looking them in the eye to 
tell them that they are a psychopath. 
 
Some of these men became David's friends; others would still love to kill 
him. 
 
My Life with Murderers tells the story of David's journey from idealistic 
prison governor to expert criminologist and professor. With experience 
unlike any other, David's story is a fascinating and compelling study of 
human nature. 

 


