
 

Dear Parent/Carers  

  

CORONAVIRUS DAILY UPDATE 17.3.2020 

Thank you for all your support so far in ensuring that we are keeping our children and the 
community safe. We are operating the school in exceptional circumstances but your messages of 
warmth and support have been greatly appreciated.  

Today we have been informed that some cases of the virus have been confirmed in our local area. 
We have consulted with Public Health England who have confirmed that the academy is to remain 
open and we are to continue to follow the advice that is published by the government and 
Department for Education. 

The advice continues to be that staff, young people and children should stay at home if they are 
unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature to avoid spreading infection to others. 
This also extends to anyone living in the same household. Otherwise, they should attend education 
or work as normal. 

Therefore, if your child has gone home feeling unwell with these symptoms they must remain off 
school for 14 days and any siblings you have attending our school will also be required to self-isolate 
at home.  

The guidance also states that no education setting should close in response to a suspected or 
confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England. Sadly, we have over 230 
students at home self-isolating and 16 members of staff. We do anticipate this will rise daily. To try 
and continue to staff the curriculum we have unfortunately had to close the school for Y12 lessons 
and it may be necessary to do this for further year groups in coming days.  

As you will be aware the government has advised that certain groups of vulnerable people need to 
isolate themselves to minimise the risk of catching Covid 19. Although the disease is far less severe 
in children than in adults, particularly those in at risk groups, it is the responsibility of all of us to 
follow government advice and be sensible and selfless in our behaviour over the coming weeks. We 
must ensure that we all: 

•        Follow all rules about personal hygiene carefully. This means we must wash our hands regularly 
for at least 20 seconds using soap or a hand sanitizer particularly prior to eating. We must keep 
surfaces clean and use bins for litter. We must avoid physical contact with other people and 
use a tissue for coughs and sneezes, putting it in the bin as soon as possible. If you do not have 
a tissue, sneeze or cough into your elbow not your hand to minimise the risk of passing the 
virus on to others. The school has employed additional cleaning staff and ordered stocks of 
hand sanitizer and soap to ensure that the environment is as hygienic as possible, but we must 
all play our part. 

•         Behave sensibly and respectfully at all times. Please understand that people are very anxious. 
Jokes about the virus or pretending to cough are not appropriate at this time and will be dealt 
with severely. 



•        Continue to respect learning. If you are in the position that you have to go home and self-
isolate for 14 days, because either you or a member of your household has a cough or 
temperature, then a package of learning materials has been put together and emailed out to 
ensure that you continue to make progress. Please use the time during isolation to do school 
work, read, exercise and engage in creative activities to keep your brain active. 

If you are concerned about your family’s symptoms such as a high temperature or a new, continuous 
cough for further advice please follow the link to complete an NHS Self-assessment – 
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/  which will help you decide your next actions.  

Please let us know if you or any member of your immediate family have a suspected or confirmed 
case of COVID-19 at the earliest opportunity.  

As you will appreciate, this is a very challenging time and we will work together with you to ensure 
that the health and wellbeing of our community and the education of children remain at the 
forefront of our decision-making.  

Yours faithfully 

Katrina Kerry 

Headteacher  
 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/

