
 

Parents’ Forum Meeting  
5pm Wednesday 8th May 2017 in the Boardroom 

Notes 

1 Minutes of the last meeting 
Agreed as a true record  
 

2 Ofsted report 
Donna Trusler outlined the main points of the report. She thanked Katrina Kerry and 
Rob Gladwin, Deputy Principals for their hard work and excellent leadership that has 
resulted in the academy moving forward in its improvement. 

 Key points 
- Staffing - 7 members of staff on MAT leave  
- Curriculum in year 7 a success. 
- Everything highlighted in last inspection has been addressed 
- 2 areas still need improvement is Science and MFL. A new Head of Science 

and Lead Teacher of Science has been appointed. It is expected that there 
will not be any supply staff in Science in September. 

Parents asked if triple science would be taught with a subject teacher with the 
necessary expertise in September. 
Donna Trusler confirmed there would be a subject specific teacher for each subject in 
Triple Science.  

 
A parent asked how soon will the impact start taking place – will students in year 10 
be up to speed?  
The Principal confirmed that Triple Science had been given more hours so this could 
happen.  
 

- MFL – The Principal outlined the staffing for Modern Foreign languages from 
September. Children have been given the opportunity to elect whether they wish to 
continue with the subject in September. Miss Costa and Mrs Garrod will be the main 
teachers.  German will not continue as an option. 
 
A parent asked if there was any likelihood of Spanish or French being taught at A level 
in the future.  
Donna Trusler confirmed that If there were enough students who wish to do it and it 
could be staffed then it would. The academy is seeking to increase the numbers of 
students in Manor College. Katrina Kerry confirmed that the existing staff would be 
able to teach at A level if the opportunity arose.  
 



3 Parents Evenings 
 
Katrina Kerry outlined rationale behind having the current arrangements with parents 
evening.  
Most parents have been happy to have the 4pm until 8pm parents evening event 
however there has been complaints that the parents evening was too late in the year, 
particularly for Year 7 new starters.  
There was a discussion regarding parent’s evenings and feedback indicated that in 
particular Year 7 parents would like to know how their child was settling in and if 
there was any issues. They would also like to see the teachers more often. The 
different scenarios were explored.  Katrina Kerry proposed a pastoral report so that 
parents would be more informed and asked for feedback on what they would like to 
see on the report. 
 
Feedback was  given 

- Behaviour and achievement points – also if that was good or not 
- Punctuality – are they at lessons on time 
- Friendship groups 
- Homework returned and standard 
- Organisation – do they bring equipment 
- Areas of improvement 

 
Action 
Draft report to be on next agenda 
 

4 IPad information 
Donna Trusler confirmed that the parents would have the opportunity to purchase 
their child’s Ipad.  
A Parent queried how the homework would be circulated as most of it is emailed also 
The Principal confirmed that the homework will be recorded in the planners 
  

5 Parent View 
Donna Trusler explained that in order to move the academy forward more completion 
of Parent View was needed. The forum discussed various methods which included:- 

- Lap top at parents evening – there are difficulties with parents having to 
confirm their emails. 

- A business card handed out at parent’s evenings with the website and details 
on.  

8 Date of Next Meeting 
TBA 

 Meeting ended  18.10pm 

 


